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Cultural Character Design in Jingdezhen: Symbol Combinations and
Pathways to Participation in Ceramic Experiences—A Comparative Case

Abstract:

Study
Xinliang Feng
(Kyung Hee University, Yongin, Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea, 17104)

Jingdezhen has rich ceramic cultural resources. How cultural character design can introduce these resources to
the public and encourage participation in ceramic-related activities is an important topic for further research.
This study examines three cases, "Taotao/Jianjian," "Suisui Duck," and "Contemplative Arhat," comparing their
use of cultural elements, forms of expression, and connections with ceramic experiences.The within-case
analysis identifies three distinct approaches: combining local cultural elements, adapting museum collection
objects into character designs, and promoting existing cultural images through expressive visual
communication. Combining multiple local elements can enrich the cultural content of a character, but the
relationships between these elements need to be explained through specific settings and stories. In contrast,
museum collections provide characters with identifiable cultural origins and offer useful content for exhibitions
and guided interpretation. Expression-based communication can make cultural images more accessible in
everyday contexts, but it is important to retain the original names and cultural backgrounds of the works.The
cross-case comparison further shows that character imagery, cultural interpretation, and activity-related
services serve different functions. How these three aspects are connected determines the opportunities for
public participation that character design can provide. The study concludes that connecting cultural characters
with ceramic experiences requires not only explaining the cultural meanings behind their designs but also
integrating them into exhibitions, guided tours, and practical activities. These arrangements can help the public
understand what they can experience and how to participate, allowing cultural characters to better serve as

carriers of local cultural resources.
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