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The Explanatory Programme of Illusionism about Consciousness
Xuan Feng
(University of Glasgow, Glasgow, Scotland, United Kingdom, G12 8QQ)

Abstract: This article examines how contemporary illusionism has developed from a denial of special phenomenal
properties into a positive explanatory approach to why phenomenal consciousness seems to exist. Beginning
with the distinction between phenomenal and access consciousness and the hard problem, it discusses
Dennett’ s criticism of introspective evidence and Frankish’ s formulation of the illusion problem. It then
compares attention schema theory, inference theory, and Kammerer’ s Meta-Cartesianism in terms of their
accounts of self-modeling, phenomenal-property attribution, and the apparent obviousness of first-person
experience. These approaches give illusionism considerable explanatory power and make it a promising
alternative research programme. Yet a naturalistic explanation of phenomenal judgments does not by itself
establish that phenomenal properties do not exist. Whether epistemic debunking can support that stronger

ontological conclusion remains an open question.
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